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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election of Group I, claims 34-56 and 70, in the reply filed on 4/3/09 is 
acknowledged. It is also acknowledged that the election was made without traverse. 

Claims 57-69 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 4/3/09. 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1-33 have been cancelled by the preliminary amendment submitted 
12/6/04. 

Claims 34 and 70 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 

Claims 35-56 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claims 57-69 are withdrawn from consideration (See above). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 34-56 and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Referring to claim 34, line 4, the words "to soften the cover material" are unclear. 
It is unclear if a separate method step was intended here since "softening" is distinct 
from "moistening". The method step "moistening the cover materials" would logically 
yield "to moisten the cover material" but not "to soften" the cover material. This is 
causing confusion in that it is unclear if the "softening" is a direct intended result of the 
moistening or if there is moistening and softening of the material. Accordingly, the 
scope of the patent protection desired is unclear. Perhaps, replacing "to soften" by the 
words "for moistening and softening the cover material" may clear this up. Perhaps 
introducing a positive softening step would help, as well. 

Referring to claims 39-41 , 45, 46 and 50-52, these claims include language 
which is indefinite or confusing in that it is unclear as to whether a method step is 
intended and as such the scope of the patent protection desired is unclear. The 
following is submitted for applicant's consideration: 

In claims 39 and 40, the words "takes place in" do not set forth a positive method 
step. If a method step is intended, then "providing" or "heating the air in the moistening 
chamber..." might help. 

In claim 41 , the words "by the supply of do not set forth a positive method step. 
Perhaps "supplying steam to the treatment chamber for moistening the cover" would 
help. 

In claims 45 and 46, the words "is moistened in" do not set forth a positive 
method step. Perhaps "moistening the cover material in the. . ." would help. 
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In claims 50-52, the words "takes place" do not set forth a positive method step. 
Perhaps, "drying the cover material..." would help. 

In claim 70, the scope of the patent protection desired is unclear. The defining 
structure of the vehicle component is that it is smooth. It is unclear what structure the 
drawing force imposes on the component other than simply smoothed. Accordingly, the 
last two lines are unclear in that they are presented as method steps and not particular 
defining structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 34, 41-47, 51 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Estes et al. (5,815,961). 

Estes et al. teach an article, in this case a covering material for covering a 
wearer, and a method of treating a covering material for covering a person. The 
method comprises the steps of placing the material within a treatment chamber which 
includes a means for moistening the material. The moisture content is increased by the 
use of a steam supply and means are provided for providing a drawing force onto the 
material as it is treated. Estes et al. teach a cabinet 12 including a door 16 for loading 
and unloading the cabinet with an article to be treated. The article is supported on an 
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inflatable frame 30. A weighted clamps 77 and clamps 74 which are connected to 

elastic bands apply a drawing force to the article for extending the material and 

removing wrinkles. Further, Estes et al. teach the inflatable frame or bag 30 supports 

the article and presses the article against specific portions of the walls of the cabinet 

and in doing so the fibers of the articles are drawn or extended for removing wrinkles. 

Estes et al. teach treating the article with moisture, in this case steam is applied via a 

moisture generator 44for a specified amount of time (column 5, lines 45 to 67). 

Moisture, heat and pressure are applied and cooperate for removing wrinkles from the 

article being treated. Further, the cabinet includes multiple chambers and is able to 

accommodate multiple articles (figure 6, for example) 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 35, 36, 39, 40 and 48-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Estes et al. 

Estes et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. See above for 
specific explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Estes et al. 
teach treating an article within a cabinet or chamber by providing steam, heat and 
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pressure. However, Estes et al. do not suggest specific moisture levels or 
temperatures. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the control of the treatment apparatus of Estes et al. 
as including proper temperature and moisture content as applied to the article being 
treated. Providing optimized levels and temperatures would assure the efficient 
removal of wrinkles from the articles. 

Claims 56 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Estes 

etal. 

Estes et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. See above for 
specific explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Estes et al. 
teach treating an article within a cabinet or chamber by providing steam, heat and 
pressure. Estes et al. teach an inflatable support for the article which subjects the 
article to a mechanical processing. However, Estes et al. do not specifically suggest the 
use of brushes or rollers. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the treatment apparatus of Estes et al. as including 
brushes or rollers for pressing or rubbing the wrinkles from the article. Providing such 
positive contact with assure the effective removal of wrinkles. 

Drawings 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing 
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under 37 CFR 1 .81 (c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 37, 38 and 52-54 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tomasi et al. and Maziere et al. illustrate sensing or controlling 
the moisture content of an article in a dryer. Groom et al. illustrate providing moisture to 
a towel. Fottner, Fitzpatrick et al.; Wilsker et al. and Frauendorf illustrate article 
treatment chambers including moistening the article being treated. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ismael Izaguirre/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



